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E-note:  Erosion of fundamental human rights and freedoms 

 

Updated:  February 10, 2023 (in major revision) 

 

*     *     *     *     *     *     * 

 

In Canada, many federal, provincial, and territorial laws exist to define and 

protect our fundamental rights and freedoms.  We have long thought of these 

freedoms as guaranteed and unconditional – such as the freedom to express 

beliefs and opinions, freedom of religion, freedom of association and assembly, 

freedom of conscience, freedom of mobility, and a free press. 

 

In practice, however, the pandemic experience of the past two years has 

shown that these profound legal rights and freedoms are neither absolutely 

guaranteed nor unconditional.  At all levels, governments have arbitrarily 

enacted ’emergency’ measures explicitly violating provisions of the Canadian 

‘Charter of Rights and Freedoms’, long-standing health privacy laws, and 

well-established laws governing informed consent to medical procedures. 

 

The most significant challenge now, as pandemic mandates begin to lift, is to 

restore protected rights and freedoms eroded or lost.  Liberty-infringing 

emergency measures implemented to ‘protect and keep us safe’ must not be 

allowed to become permanent.   

 

*      *      *      *      *      *      * 

 

Canada / Charter of Rights and Freedoms 

 

• The Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.  Canada.  Department 

of Justice. 

 

• Guide to the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.  Government 

of Canada. 

 

• Rights and freedoms in Canada.   Canada.  Department of Justice. 

 

• The rights and freedoms the Charter protects.  Government of Canada. 

 

https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/csj-sjc/rfc-dlc/ccrf-ccdl/
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/how-rights-protected/guide-canadian-charter-rights-freedoms.html
https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/rp-pr/cp-pm/just/06.html
https://www.justice.gc.ca/eng/csj-sjc/rfc-dlc/ccrf-ccdl/rfcp-cdlp.html
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Canada / Canadian Bill of Rights 

 

• Canadian Bill of Rights.  Statutes of Canada, S.C. 1960, C.44.  Justice 

Laws Website. 

For official copy (PDF), click here … 

 

• Creating the Canadian Bill of Rights.  Teresa Carlson.  Diefenbaker 

Canada Centre.  2012. 

 

• The meaning and effect of Canadian Bill of Rights:  A Draftsman’s 

Viewpoint.  Elmer A Driedger.  Ottawa Law Review.  Vol 9: pp 303-320. 

 

 

General articles and research … 

 

• Do You Still Believe That Canadians Have Rights and Freedoms?  

Philip Carl Salzman.  Frontier Centre For Public Policy.  November 9, 

2022. 

 

• Charter of Rights and Freedoms vs Canadian Bill of Rights.  Police On 

Guard For Thee.  July 21, 2022. 

 

• The Charter has not stopped Canada’s slide toward tyranny.  John 

Carpay.  Justice Centre for Constitutional Freedoms.  April 13, 2022. 

 

• Canada in Crisis…Or Not:  Trudeau, Emergency Powers, and the 

Freedom Convoy.  Lucas Aguayo-Garber.  Democratic Erosion.  March 

15, 2022. 

 

• The Fight Just Begins for The Charter of Rights and Freedoms As 

Mandates Fall.  Brian Peckford.  March 4, 2022. 

 

• Canadian democracy is in ‘grave danger’ of being canceled forever: co-

author of rights charter.  John-Henry Westen. LifeSite.  February 21, 

2022.    

 

• Is liberal democracy dying in Canada?  Craig A 

Carter.  World.  February 18, 2022.  

https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/c-12.3/page-1.html
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/pch/documents/services/download-order-charter-bill/canadian-bill-rights-eng.pdf
https://diefenbaker.usask.ca/exhibits/online-exhibits-content/the-canadian-bill-of-rights.php#IamaCanadianafreeCanadian
https://rdo-olr.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/olr_9.1_Driedger.pdf
https://rdo-olr.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/olr_9.1_Driedger.pdf
https://fcpp.org/2022/11/09/do-you-still-believe-that-canadians-have-rights-and-freedoms/
https://policeonguard.ca/charter-of-rights-and-freedoms-vs-canadian-bill-of-rights/
https://www.jccf.ca/the-charter-has-not-stopped-canadas-slide-toward-tyranny/
https://www.democratic-erosion.com/2022/03/15/canada-in-crisis-or-not-trudeau-emergency-powers-and-the-freedom-convoy/
https://www.democratic-erosion.com/2022/03/15/canada-in-crisis-or-not-trudeau-emergency-powers-and-the-freedom-convoy/
https://peckford42.wordpress.com/2022/03/04/the-fight-just-begins-for-the-charter-of-rights-and-freedoms-as-mandates-fall/
https://peckford42.wordpress.com/2022/03/04/the-fight-just-begins-for-the-charter-of-rights-and-freedoms-as-mandates-fall/
https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/canadian-democracy-is-in-grave-danger-of-being-canceled-forever-co-author-of-rights-charter/
https://www.lifesitenews.com/blogs/canadian-democracy-is-in-grave-danger-of-being-canceled-forever-co-author-of-rights-charter/
https://wng.org/opinions/is-liberal-democracy-dying-in-canada-1645186382
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• NP View:  The ongoing and unnecessary erosion of Canadians’ civil 

liberties.  National Post.  January 23, 2022. 

 

• Charter Founder Says Covid Restrictions Are Violating Citizen 

Rights.  Brad.  Cultural Action Party of Canada.  September 19, 2021. 

 

• Understanding Your Fundamental Rights And Freedoms In A World 

Filled With Fear.  Justice Centre for Constitutional Freedoms.  August 

11, 2021. 

 

• Reconciling civil liberties and public health in the response to COVID-

19.  Colleen M Flood, et al.  FACETS.  November 12, 2020. 

 

• Canadian Bill of Rights.  W H McConnell.  Updated July 2, 2020.  The 

Canadian Encyclopedia.  (includes a comparison with the Canadian 

Charter of Rights and Freedoms) 

 

• The Freedoms We Cannot Afford to Ignore During COVID-19.  

Kristopher Kinsinger and Brian Bird.  Centre for Constitutional 

Studies.  June 29, 2020. 

 

• As civil liberties erode, Canada must not allow COVID-19 outbreak to 

infect the rule of law.  Joseph Arvay and David Wu.  CBC 

News.  March 26, 2020. 

 

 

https://nationalpost.com/opinion/np-view-the-ongoing-and-unnecessary-erosion-of-canadians-civil-liberties
https://nationalpost.com/opinion/np-view-the-ongoing-and-unnecessary-erosion-of-canadians-civil-liberties
https://capforcanada.com/founder-of-charter-rights-shocked-by-individual-rights-violations-in-canada/
https://capforcanada.com/founder-of-charter-rights-shocked-by-individual-rights-violations-in-canada/
https://www.jccf.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Justice-Centre-Understanding-your-rights-and-freedoms.pdf
https://www.jccf.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Justice-Centre-Understanding-your-rights-and-freedoms.pdf
https://www.facetsjournal.com/doi/10.1139/facets-2020-0070
https://www.facetsjournal.com/doi/10.1139/facets-2020-0070
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/canadian-bill-of-rights
https://www.constitutionalstudies.ca/2020/06/the-freedoms-we-cannot-afford-to-ignore-during-covid-19/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/opinion/opinion-charter-rights-freedoms-covid-1.5508222
https://www.cbc.ca/news/opinion/opinion-charter-rights-freedoms-covid-1.5508222

